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Background: 
Starr Farm Dog Park is a nearly three-acre amenity found in the City of Burlington’s Starr Farm Park, a 
community park within Burlington’s park system. Burlington Parks Recreation and Waterfront (BPRW) 
allocated funding across fiscal years 2019 and 2020 for the replacement of the deteriorating fencing at the dog 
park. Prompted by the fence replacement, BPRW led a multi-pronged public outreach campaign beginning in 
the summer of 2018 and through the fall of 2019 to better understand the needs of Dog Park users, neighbors 
surrounding the park, and ensure the best use of available fence-replacement funding.  

The first survey regarding Starr Farm Park was conducted online in September-October, 2018 alongside on-site 
observations to record use of various amenities within the park. In June and July of 2019, an in-person survey 
of Dog-Park users was conducted to confirm use data and to verify users’ overall understanding of Dog Park 
Rules. The 2019 site observation data suggests that the Dog Park is the most heavily used amenity in the Park, 
accounting for 118 of 258 (45%) people observed within the park over a 2-week period. Complete results 
relevant to the Dog Park from earlier surveys and site observations can be found in Appendix B.  

Based on suggestions from the 2018 and 2019 surveys and observational data, BPRW staff generated three 
conceptual designs for the layout of the dog park, centered around fence replacement. The main design 
considerations being balanced and proposed in each of the draft concepts included:  

• Steps that could reduce muddiness, damage to turf, ponding and icing
• Adding trees and shrubs for shade and/or a noise buffer
• Available budget

The variables affecting the design included: 

• Size of the dog park
o Larger park = More space for play
o Smaller park = Reduced noise and potential to allocate funds toward improving turf, adding

concrete at entrances, or improving the layout of the parking area.

The three concepts were then presented to the public at an on-site meeting followed by an online survey to 
allow responses from members of the public that were not available to attend the meeting.  

Summary of On-site Meeting: 
On September 17th, 2019, BPRW hosted a public meeting from 4:00-6:00 PM in the parking lot to the south of 
Starr Farm Dog Park. Approximately 20 people attended. Three posters illustrating the three concepts 
proposed for the location of the fence were on display. Attendees were invited to give feedback via the 
posters by placing dots along a scale bar to indicate their preferences and/or to interact in-person with the 
two BPRW staff present at the meeting. In addition to the concepts, Three questions were also included on 
the posters regarding the size of the fence, the number of trees, and the types of trees. Attendees placed 
sticker dots along a scale bar to indicate their response to each question in regards to each concept and were 
prompted to write or draw anywhere on the posters.   

In general, attendees expressed a strong preference for Alternative #1 and keeping the fence size as large as 
possible. Shade trees or a mixture of shade and fruit trees, as well as shrubs, were preferred and many 
attendees requested to have trees located within the dog park fence. Staff responded at the meeting that this 
may be possible, but extra volunteer labor would be required to ensure new trees could survive nutrient 
loading from dog urine and dog digging and scratching.  

Other ideas discussed included relocating the small dog area to the north end of the park, as the smaller dogs 
were perceived to bark more frequently than larger dogs (however other attendees talked about accessibility 



challenges that moving the smaller park might create). Several attendees from the nearby neighborhood 
expressed that dog-barking noise has had a negative impact on their quality of life and that any noise buffer 
would be more beneficial on the south end of the park instead of the north.  

Below are photos of the posters following the public meeting: 

 

 



 
Summary of Online Survey Results: 
Following the on-site meeting, a digital survey was published displaying each of the three concepts. The survey 
was available between September 23rd and October 25th, 2019. Respondents were asked the same questions 
as those shown on the boards at the public meeting. However, instead of using sticker dots, respondents were 
asked to use an interactive sliding scale bar to indicate their preference. The survey software then assigned a 
value between 0 and 100 to these responses (0 being “Least preferred” or “Fruit Trees” and 100 being “most 
preferred” or “Shade Trees”, depending on the question). 

A short hyperlink to the online survey along with 11”x17” laminated copies of each of the three concepts were 
posted at the northern and southern entrances to the dog park. Additionally, the survey was shared via 
BPRW’s website and social media accounts (Facebook, Twitter, Front Porch Forum). Due to the location of the 
posters, BPRW expects the survey was predominantly taken by dog park users.  

In total, 66 responses to the online survey were received. 

Overall, online survey respondents expressed a strong preference for the larger fenced area shown in 
Alternative #1 as well as the number of trees shown in this alternative. Across all three alternatives, shade 
trees or a mixture of shade and fruit trees were preferred, with the preference sliding toward a mixture of 
fruit and shade trees as the number of trees overall increased.   

Open-ended comments received through the survey largely reflected the sentiments of the smaller number of 
attendees present at the in-person meeting and the responses to the ranking questions. Notable responses 
include: 

• Keep the dog park as large as possible 

• Disapproval for the size of the dog park in alternative #2 and strong disapproval of the size of the dog 
park in alternative #3. 



• Approval for adding shade trees around and within the park as long as the size of the dog park stays 
similar to the size in Alternative #1.  

• Several respondents saw no need to expand the parking lot as shown in Alternative #2.  

• Several respondents expressed approval for adding concrete entrances to the dog park as shown in 
alternative #3, despite being opposed to the concept.  

• Lastly, several respondents expressed approval for adding a vegetated sound barrier at the southern 
end of the dog park, between the dog park and the denser residential neighborhoods.  

On the following pages are charts showing results from the online survey. Unedited responses to open-ended 
questions can be found in Appendix A: 
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Design Directions and Final Design 

Based on all the feedback received to date, at several design directions and the final design concept shown on 
the following page. Design directions include:  

• Keep the dog park as large as possible while accommodating shade trees around the dog park 

• Pursue a trial of planting trees within the dog park itself. A partnership will be needed with the Dog 
Park volunteers to ensure a higher level of care for trees within the park due to expected nutrient 
loading. 

 
• Recognizing that the sounds of dogs barking affects the quality-of-life of neighbors, the fence will be 

reduced by approximately 25-feet from the southern end of the park so that a vegetated berm can be 
added to the site in the future. 

As the vegetated berm is not currently within the project budget, Parks will add this improvement to 
the ongoing list of capital projects and begin scoping the full design, cost, and timeline. 

 
• Adding concrete landings at the entrances to the dog park if budget allows.  
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APPENDIX A  
Unedited open-ended responses  

to online survey 
 

  



Do you have any other thoughts about Alternative #1 that you'd like to share? 

• My concern about fruit trees would be the fruit falling into the dog park and the dogs would get into 
foods they shouldn’t. The dog park is perfect at the size it is, as dogs can play in separate areas without 
overcrowding. 

• Rather expand the size of the park! Towards the north. 
• The small dog area should remain "as is" small. The proposed design creates a very dangerously narrow 

alleyway, in which it will be almost impossible to keep unfriendly dogs separated, on their way into and 
more especially out of the park. 

• This option makes the most sense. It provides a larger play space for the puppy/small dog park and 
maintains the majority of the current park's size. The addition of shade trees will be greatly welcomed! 

• This is the best alternative. Those of us with large dogs need a large park. The waterfront park is not 
adequate and is difficult to get to. I realize it may be difficult, but I would also like to see more shade 
trees in the middle of the park. It seems you could protect them the first few years with fencing. 

• I think that you can add trees on the west and north side of the fence in the doggie park and get the 
goals that you're reaching to find which is to make the doggie park quieter for The Neighbors. Ask for 
the risk of the trees not growing or dogs fighting the trees scratching the trees or urine we have two 
trees in our doggy park that have flourished and are growing in Normal stages of development. 
Therefore keeping the size of the park by certainly adding trees on the outside I like the idea of shade 
and fruit trees but closer towards the lake where there are residential homes we could certainly have 
trees in the doggie park as well 

• I am a 7 days of the week user of the Starr Farm Dog Park. I have been coming there for 15 years, in 
fact, I used to mow the park with my push mower until the Park's services starting mowing more often. 
I live in the New North End. My opinion is that the trees are great addition, not really necessary for the 
users as much as to appease the neighbors who hate the park. The small dog area is adequate as is and 
does not need to be enlarged as it is almost never that heavily used. If moving the fence on the west 
side of the park inward to facilitate planting trees is necessary, be sure to relocate the water supply 
faucet to be inside the park. I don't see the water faucet on the plan? I have a very energetic dog that 
loves to run and it is important that, not just for my dog but for the others that we do not reduce the 
size of the park. It is because of the size of the park that it is why so many of us use this park instead of 
the other dog parks. I ask where others live, we have dogs from Essex, Shelburne, Winooski, as well as 
from downtown Burlington. We the regulars police the dogs as well as the owners to be aware of the 
dog's waste to be picked up and we also pick up for others as we walk around the park.  I vote for this 
improvement, provided that it is implemented as shown with the water improvement also. 

• By making the small dog area larger, the first section of the main area is kind of awkwardly shaped. 
Maybe the shape of the small dog area could be different - I'm thinking it could be made stouter: 
almost as wide as the entire dog park, but with a run along the east side that can connect the parking 
lot to the big dog area. 

• Back gate needs to be unlocked in winter for in order to avoid entering into the gauntlet of dogs at 
parking lot entry. 

• Trees on the north are not going to provide shade.  How about putting some on the south side?  If 
there is going to be a mix of shade and fruit trees, I'd suggest having several shade trees in a row, 
rather than staggered with fruit trees, so there are large blocks of shade instead of little slivers. 

• It's not acceptable as it is. Disturbs neighbors living close by. 
• I don't support keeping the park where it is (I live on Starr Farm Road) because of the noise and 

because no matter how often you try to gently remind dog owners that the steps down to the nearby 
beach do not permit dogs they either ignore you or give you a hard time. 



• I would prefer to preserve as close to the original amount of space for this park as possible.  I live in 
this neighborhood and appreciate that there is plenty of space for dogs to spread out and play as they 
choose. 

• This sounds like a great idea! I think it’s awesome to keep the dog park approximately the same size as 
it is now, and just add more shade trees! 

• I believe that it is a good compromise. The shade will be beneficial for the dogs and their owners. Also, 
there should be as much space as possible for the dogs to play. 

• Add a small gate between small dog and large dog area so vehicle get stays closed and aligned  Put 
large rocks/boulders as car stop along parking to protect fence  Just leave the two current internal 
trees  Question:  Setup entrance gates so snow and ice does not bend so easily if possible (slightly 
higher or lip?) 

• I’d like to see a water feature in there instead of trees in the middle if it’s going to be a big 
maintenance problem because of the dogs killing small trees. It just gets so dangerously hot there and 
there’s not enough water access. 

Do you have any other thoughts about Alternative #2 that you'd like to share? 

• I don’t see a need for a larger parking area. Very rarely do we have trouble parking ( probably Once a 
year)if trees are added at the north end, it would be great for the south end of the park to remain the 
same in size 

• First, given that the part-time neighbors at the north end of the dog park are only present in the 
summer months, and given that they regularly throw parties at night which are louder than the dog 
park, sound reduction for part-time seasonal neighbors to the north - who already have a high earthen 
sound-barrier - should not be a consideration.   Second, if a larger tree buffer is to be added, it should 
be added at the south end of park, in order to protect the year-round residents on Starr Farm Road and 
Curtis Avenue.   Third, adding trees at the south end and potentially increasing the size of the parking 
lot are the only two elements of this concept which make sense. 

• This is the only dog park in the area with enough space for my pup to really run around. I don’t support 
any limiting of its size. 

• I am not in favor of reducing the size of the dog park. 

• Please don’t shrink the park this much! 

• Too small of a dog park area 

• No need to expand the parking area. The area is currently sufficient and is rarely full (even on gorgeous 
Saturday mornings and afternoons!). The addition of more parking would attract more beach-going 
traffic into the dog park parking area. 

• The dogs at the park are surprisingly quiet most of the time. I dont see a need for a buffer 

• I do not think reducing the size of the park makes sense. I have never seen the parking fully used. 
Adding trees to make more of a buffer is fine, but the screening now seems adequate. 

• Please do not shrink the overall size of dog park ! It is really nice as is. 

• To make this plan work you are cutting the park by approximately 110 ft at the entrance area near the 
parking lot I do not believe that will reach the goal of putting more trees to the point where the 
neighbors will have a sense of a quieter Community from the dog barking patterns. I believe that you 
can reach the same goal by putting the trees around the periphery of the park and also including more 



trees with in the park near the fenced north and west side of the park. Again watching the trees that 
are growing in the park doing well without being ruin by the dogs and their play and their urine will 
support the rationale to not have to make the park smaller but to include the trees around the park 
and some trees with in the park 

• I’m not in love with it... (SMALLER) 

• I'd prefer to keep the space for the dogs and not create more space for parking. 

• I love the southern buffer and parking lot idea, so I'm very supportive of shrinking the park to 
accommodate those things. However, there are so few neighbors to the north, and that part of the dog 
park is so highly utilized, that I do not support shrinking the park on the north side. Besides, there is 
already a sizeable green belt between the north fence and the adjacent forested area where a 
substantive planting program could take place. 

• I don’t like making the dog park smaller 

• shrunk north side too much. maybe 1/2 as much as shown would be okay. starting to loose too much 
dog park area. 

• Don’t like the reduction in size for the back of park!! 

• Yes - It is unacceptable to make the dog park smaller. The argument that the suggested trees on the 
north end are for the purpose of protecting neighbors from dog noise is just silly - there are very few 
houses at that end of the dog park and I believe that they are all summer cottages. The dog park is 
closed and locked from dusk to eight in the morning. Dogs in the park do not bark continuously. Silly 
argument. I like adding trees on the west side but if water pooling in the dog park is an issue, making 
the park smaller and adding trees at the north end are not the answer. I suggest instead that the open 
space be regraded with water run-off directed toward the edge by the bike path from where it can be 
drained off properly. 

• Move the small dog area to the back of the park where there are no neighbors. They bark too much. 
Very disturbing. I happen to live across the street from the small dog section. It's a nightmare! 

• Same comments as #1. 

• I don’t think that shrinking the size of this space is a good idea, and it would not necessarily limit noise. 
Dogs bark everywhere, and we all have Moises we have to deal with in our parts of the neighborhoods. 

• I don't love the idea of decreasing the space at this park, but if we absolutely have to this seems to be a 
more acceptable middle ground than option 3.  I don't think that such a drastic amount of space needs 
to be taken for the parking lot, if we were to proceed with this plan I would prefer to decrease the 
space at the far end of the park to appease angry neighbors but preserve the entrance space that 
would be taken over by the expanded parking lot.  I live in this neighborhood and absolutely disagree 
with the decrease in area proposed in option 3.  Please try to preserve as much space in this park as 
possible. 

• I don’t think the parking lot should be expanded. Based on this drawing, it wouldn’t add significant 
parking. Also, I have never been to the dog park at a time when I couldn’t find parking. Why would you 
increase the parking and decrease the size of the actual park? That doesn’t make any sense. Make 
more room for cars but less room for the dogs inside the park?? I do see that the park wouldn’t be 
significantly reduced, so if it really has to happen for the noise reasons then fine, but the parking lot 
should not be increased. 



• I think this is unacceptable. The dog park is extremely important for the dogs of Burlington and their 
owners. It should be as large as possible! 

• Noise problem is limited in my view and a mound is in place which could have trees added without 
changing the North end.    Make the mound / wall higher as dirt is better than trees ( especially fall and 
spring unless conifers) to block noise and requires less attention/ care  More parking is a benefit to the 
overall park more than dog park which is ok 

• There are many dogs that utilize the North End of the park which is grassy for chasing balls and 
running.  At times there are so many dogs that decreasing the size of the large area could allow for 
more aggressive behaviors.  The many visitors to the park both in and out of state that I have 
encountered over the past 15+ years have commented on what a great place it is!   Folks from 
surrounding towns have also scouted Starr Farm as a model for their town park.    The north end has a 
small buffer that was put in a few years ago - a small hillock of dirt.    Many folks enjoy the park and the 
size alleviates helps to alleviate negative dog interactions.  The dogs really let loose and get their 
energy out! 

• Reducing the size of the dog park is not acceptable 

• Don’t make dog park smaller. It’s nice to be able to walk around with animals who won’t run and to 
separate if groups of dogs get rowdy. 

• As a neighbor, the noise from the dog park is not as big of a deal as some make it sound. There's as 
much if not more noise from the Start Farm park with soccer games or parties. 

• The north area is best for giving dogs a buffer and break from each other   Neighbors to north are 
seasonal  Planting could be accomplished without reducing dog area or skipped  Parking should be at 
least as big or bigger not smaller 

• I’d like to see an area where I can take my dog that has shade and water. Neighbors listening to dog 
barking is just a side effect of living in a city. I have construction going up all around me it’s just the way 
it is 

• Don’t want to give up dog park space for neighbor noise buffer. 

• Neighbors complaining knew what they bought into and should deal. NIMBY at its worst. 

Do you have any other thoughts about Alternative #3 that you'd like to share? 

• I like the idea of the concrete slab at the entrance. 

• I think this option will be too small for the number of people who use this park. One of the greatest 
things about the park as it is now, is the space to run and not be overcrowded. I worry that a smaller 
space could lead to increased conflict among dogs 

• Decreasing the size of the dog park makes no!!!! sense! 

• This alternative is simply not an alternative. As mentioned in prior comments, the park should remain 
the same size and the small dog area should remain the same size. The only changes I favor are adding 
more sound protection trees at the south end of the park for the permanent all-year round residents, 
and potentially increasing the size of the parking lot. 

• This is the only dog park in the area with enough space for my pup to really run around. I don’t support 
any limiting of its size. 



• The dog park is way too small in this alternative. 

• Please don’t shrink the park this much! We never go to waterfront park because it’s too small with no 
shade, water or agility pieces. We love Starr Farm Park! 

• Wayyyy too small of an area considering how many dogs use the park 

• This would make the park too small for all the users on a busy afternoon,   part of the reason that this 
is such a great park is because of the space available for many different types of dogs and activities.   
Sometimes, a space buffer is needed. Between certain dogs, or in the case of one of my dogs, the large 
area allows me space to separate her from rambunctious children,  which she is terrified of.     Please 
do not do this to our community, and it is very much a community.   These are then people I spend 
holidays with, laugh with and cry with. 

• Please do not implement this option. I drive 20 minutes from South End to Starr Farm because of how 
great the size of this park is. I do not use the waterfront park at all as I do not feel it gives my dog 
enough space to really run. Trees are great, but the area is already quite well-treed. We do not need to 
remove space from the dog park to add more trees. 

• Many people come for the large field with their retrieving dogs. I've seen plenty run the length of the 
whole fence the large space is what people like 

• This is not acceptable to me. Too small. The dog park is used by a lot of citizens. It is hard to believe 
there is much inconvenience to the few part neighbors at Starr Farm who abut the park. If for some 
reason you think that is a problem you could consider swapping the playing fields east of the bike path 
with the dog park. 

• Please do not reduce overall size of dog  park 

• Alternative 3 has no clear value for the benefit of a community park for people the community and 
their dogs it seems that there's certainly can be the assumption that there are more trees available to 
quiet down the dog barking but that can be achieved by putting just more trees within the park as it is 
presently outlined and also more trees around the periphery of the park as it stands if we shrink the 
dog park we will not have the Apple space for the variety of use that we have with it presently on any 
weekend usually around lunch time or after work you can see dogs playing with each other and also at 
the other end the park people having the opportunity to play fetch with their dog or even choose 
having an area that safe to learn to train their dog in a dog ceptable area at this point in time if you 
shrink the park you lose those choices of Versatility of the usage of the park given the state of Vermont 
special especially Burlington we are very dog friendly we wouldn't want to see these dogs going into 
parks and then going back to having dogs that are not as socialized in community parks that could put 
the risk of dogs biting or being aggressive with other dogs during people walking their dogs the benefit 
of dog parks separates these dogs away from other areas that are public to our community so people 
can have the option to walk in other Parks without disturbance of dogs barking and without a 
disturbance of dogs being aggressive many dogs who do not go to doggie Parks don't learn to socialize 
effectively and that's what we see in other Parks if we don't have ample space for dogs to socialize 

• Please don't do this. 

• If you think the neighbors complain a lot, wait until you try to implement this change and wait and see 
the wrath of the dog owner's. There are more dog owner's that use this park than there neighbors who 
live around the park. I have used this park for 15 years, they (neighbors) never change. Put up the 
trees, they will still complain it's not ever going to be enough! 



• The size of Starr farm dp really makes it. PLEASE don’t make it so tiny. Thanks. Person with. Doggy who 
RACES the length of the Park almost EVERY day. Thanks. 

• Starr Farm is more heavily used than Waterfront Dog Park, so it requires a bigger area dedicated to dog 
play space. 

• I just don't see the reason for such a drastic reduction in size. There are too many dogs who use this 
park for this to be a viable option. Small spaces with too many dogs lead to fights. This is a dangerous 
alternative! The concrete pads are a good idea though! 

• Please do not cut this dog park in half 

• Don"t shrink the park! Dogs need to run 

• Dog population in Burlington (and surrounding communities) is growing. Reducing the park size will cut 
down on the space dogs have to run and play.  It also will reduce the space some dogs need to 
avoid/recover from a "dog argument". 

• reduced the size way too much option 2 is best but take the concrete pads from option 3, and reduce 
the north buffer to 1/2 what is shown. 

• This is too much of a reduction in size.  Current size allows more separation of dogs.  The large area in 
back allows a place to go to get away from large groups of dogs.  Hate going thru the gauntlet of dogs 
at entrance by parking lot.  We walk down tp back gate to avoid this.  The back gate should be 
unlocked in winter.  Do like the cement upgrade for the mud pit at entry. 

• Please see my comment for alternative #2. Neither #1 nor #2 are acceptable to me. Dogs need places 
to run and play, and the waterfront dog park is too small. I pay plenty of taxes to this city and want my 
dogs to have a bit of space. 

• There is rotting fruit from public fruit trees all over this city.  Enough with the messy public fruit trees 
that nobody harvests. 

• Move the small dog park to the back of the park. Why are there no trees near the small dog park? Are 
you only concerned with the lake camps? What about the people who live here year round? 

• Yes, this densely populated area along the bike path is not the best place for a dog park. Owners take 
their dogs on the path adding to congestion, the barking disturbs the peace, and most importantly, the 
owners don't care about the "No dogs allowed" sign leading to the beach and I've seen more dog poop 
down there than I care to remember. Also, there are lots of folks coming in from Colchester to use the 
park. Great concept, wrong site. 

• I don’t like it 

• I live in this neighborhood and see the number of people that frequent this park on a daily basis.  I 
don't think the size of this is appropriate for the variety of dogs that like to play.  Currently, there is 
space for dogs that like to run long distances, dogs that like to fetch, and dogs that like to stick closer 
to their owners.  With this scenario, there will be too much crowding and I feel like dog altercations will 
rise in that there isn't enough space to spread out.  People come to this park because it is a large, 
enclosed space; please don't take this away from us.  The only thing I like about this plan is that the 
parking lot would remain largely the same as before. 

• This is the stupidest idea I’ve ever heard. Why would you make the dog park so small? The reason 
people love this dog park is because of its size. People would rather drive out to Starr Farm to go to the 



dog park because the one on the waterfront sucks!!! It’s tiny and there’s no spigot for water, and no 
shade! There is absolutely no reason for such a large “noise buffer”. If the neighbors are concerned 
about noise, wouldn’t they be concerned about all the noise from the bike path, traffic, and the actual 
children’s park and school nearby?? The dogs are not as loud as all that!!! Don’t be silly and make the 
dog park so small. It will also make the dog park more dangerous because the dogs will have less space 
to run and play, and the possibility of aggressive interactions will increase as a result. 

• I think this is extremely unacceptable. The dog park is extremely important for the dogs of Burlington 
and their owners. It should be as large as possible! 

• Much too small of a fenced area for the big dogs. Great for small dogs. 

• Dog park gets heavy use and reducing the size by half seems a poor choice given the use.  If noise is an 
issue raise the mound and plant conifers or cedars on top  Parking is an issue for overall park use ( plan 
2 helps address this need I think  Seem a huge volume of tree (not clear on the real values, especially 
unless they will be cared for.  Least favorite plan 

• When the snow melts there is water everywhere and as a dog park user I don't believe this represents 
accurately.  I do think cement at entrances would be good.  The small dog park would actually have a 
rather large lake at it's north end as well. 

• Reducing the size of the dog park is not acceptable 

• Stop shrinking it! 

• Too much reduction. As someone with a dog that has visited both parks, there's 4 or 5 times the 
number of people and dogs at Start Farm compared to downtown park. 

• more trees in south end needed 

• In both 2 and 3 your questions rectress don’t fit the proposal   I put 50 to try to do no harm but I don’t 
like either proposal  Much smaller just isn’t needed here   This park is Utilized more than downtown 
and there are plenty of opportunities for plantings without further reducing size   1 is best proposal 

• This cuts the park down way too small. This is a high traffic park especially during the afternoons after 
work and weekends. We need the space because not all dogs are friendly or well trained and I need to 
be able to get away from other dogs if needed without just having to leave. This is the worst of the 3. 

• I like this concept best. 

• There wasn’t an option for ‘that is too many trees’. Don’t need trees outside of the park that won’t 
shiekd the dogs from sun. Would rather see a few rows of trees that can provide the dogs with good 
protection from the sun inside of the park or a row around the entire perimeter that can provide done 
shade for the dogs during all times of day. Don’t care about the neighbors. They knew they were 
buying homes next to the dog park. Concern should be for the dogs not the neighbors. Want largest 
area for dogs to run. Regrade areas that pool. 

• Again, the community deserves to maintain its space and NIMBY neighbors should not dictate a 
reduction 

• Please don't reduce the size this much! It's the only large dog park in the area! 

Please share your general comments and suggestions here.  



• Thank you so much for taking the time to redo this park! Having this dog park was a big selling point in 
moving to this area. It has been a great thing to have for both me and my dog. I would say 99% of the 
people who go to the park are responsible dog owners who are working to train their dogs, mitigate 
barking, and keep the park clean. It is such a great community to be a part of! 

• I do not understand why the wishes of some financially rich part time residents at Starr Farm beach are 
given more weight than the needs, wishes and priorities of year round residents on Curtis and Starr 
Farm rd. The summer home residents are a noise nuisance themselves. And they already have an earth 
hill noise protection in place! 

• The marketing around this survey and the so-called fence concepts has been very misleading. Initially it 
sounded like the concepts would address the look and feel of the fence, for example, if it is a chain link 
fence or a split rail fence. Instead, it turns out that it has nothing to do with the fence, rather it has 
everything to do with shrinking the dog park and adding sound protection at the north end of park, in 
order to pamper part-time seasonal residents, who make more noise than the dog park itself. I am 
shocked at the time, effort and money that the department is spending in order to meet the needs of 
folks of seasonal guests, at the expense of full-year tax-paying and voting residents. 

• This is the only dog park in the area with enough space for my pup to really run around. I don’t support 
any limiting of its size. 

• The dog park is a wonderful resource for the community! 

• Please do not cut the dog park size drastically.   It would cause more stress on the dogs and thus more 
fights. 

• Do not implement option 3. There is insufficient reason to reduce the dog park by such a drastic 
amount of space. 

• I dont like the thought of shrinking the park, otherwise I'd go to the smaller parks. I like Starr Farm for 
the freedom my pup feels there. 

• As an older dog owner and an owner of a large dog it is important for me to have adequate dog parks. 
The waterfront park is difficult to use because of the distance form parking, the cost of parking and 
lack of shade and seating. (Have you looked at the use of that park?) I have heard from a number of 
people about their interest for an off leash park in the south end (perhaps at Oakledge or behind 
Burlington Electric.) Another park there might reduce the use of Starr Farm if some neighbors are 
worried about that. 

• I really appreciate the size of Starr Farm.  I use the dog park only on weekend mornings as I live in 
south end.  For the most part there are only a small number of barking dogs.  Not sure why noise is still 
an issue to deal with.  I find the fence to be the correct height.  I would prefer to see money going to 
more agility related structures and/or shade structures during the summer.  Thank you. 

• Please refer to the my individual comments for each choices and options of modifications of the parks 
outline at this point I do not believe that choice number 3 should even be considered as it restricts the 
usage of how are Park is presently being used as outlined in my response for the outline of choice 
number 3 we have a variety of ways the park is presently being used it helps dog socialize and play it 
also helps the owners train their dogs in a quiet area or even help train their dogs with Fetch with a 
ball sometimes we have an area when it's quieter for the owners to sit back quietly away as well as 
their dogs who may be older and not as active and it offers at level like diversity if we shrink the need 
and the space to option number three we also shrink the ability and options of how the dog is Park is 
presently being used we want to remember where we live how Pro supportive Vermont is over the 



value of having dogs we also want to remember what it was like to not have dog parks and how people 
would walk their dogs even on a leash into public parks and often we would hear dogs barking in these 
other parks and also fights and aggression occurring between dogs with their owners we don't want to 
go back to that and that's the value of having a contained area so those folks can who do not have pets 
can walk into others public parks in our town and actually not have to hear dogs barking and being 
aggressive the doggy park has a value of training dogs to mutually cohabitate and not be aggressive 
and learn to play without harming each other this is a benefit to our community these dogs when 
leaving the park actually model that when they are with their owners in other settings such as other 
public areas in our town I believe that we want to reach the needs of the community with reducing the 
sound issue for those who live in reside close to the park I believe that can be established with option 
one ideally as adding more trees both at the periphery of the West and North Side fence and also 
adding more trees within the park will reach that goal I will say that watching the trees that are in the 
park mature and grow I have not seen them get bitten scratched or have urine on the trees to the 
point where the trees could not grow so I can't say that we can use that as a concerned certainly we 
want to appease the needs of the community around the dog park but I believe that option A is the 
best approach to address this and if needed option b but it doesn't have any true justification certainly 
when we can put the trees along the periphery within the park itself and also around the exterior of 
the fencing. I have been going to this doggie park for over 12 Years also I have participated in the 
maintenance of the doggie park I would be happy to talk to you directly if you had any interest in 
speaking to me [respondent’s name and contact info removed] 

• Oh please keep the park BIG!! 

• Generally, I'm against reducing the amount of space for dog play to accommodate parking or 
complaining neighbors. 

• I think the dog park would benefit from further investment for amenities such as: a paved path for 
folks in wheelchairs; a flowing dog water fountain with an in-line filter; a dog washing area (just a hose 
and spigot would suffice); a shade area; some nicer furniture; maybe some sort of area with minor 
barriers so dogs can be there but not come barrelling into it; a better bulletin board; and some 
PROGRAMMING!    I don't know how the budget works, but it seems like the dog park doesn't really 
get anything beyond staff time and poop bags. Volunteers can do quite a lot if they're just given the 
resources! 

• Please do not cut the dog park in half! 

• As is the current dog park is a great asset to our community 

• Thanks to many rescues and people we have a growing population of dogs of many ages and abilities.  
Having a place for these dogs to run, play, and socialize is very important.  It is also a good place for 
dog owners to gather and give one another tips and ideas on caring for their dogs.  The more places we 
have to gather is good. 

• I think #2 is a nice compromise.  For more sound barrier, a row of shrubs (even raspberries) could be 
planted on the inside of the north row of trees since they wouldn't be shaded by trees behind them. 

• I repeat, Move the small (yapping) dogs to the back of the park. They are very noisy and disturbing to 
the people who live here. Plant trees that are going to stay green year round to keep the noise barrier 
down. Put trees all over, not just on the side of the road that has camps. The front of the dog park and 
the left side need lots of trees to keep the sound down and to let the neighbors have some privacy. 
Also, people park in front of my house every weekend. The dog park needs more parking. Three cars 
park in front of my house and walk to the park with their dogs. It's very upsetting to me. 



• I've said it all - thank for listening. 

• I think it is important to advertise these conversations well. Front Porch Forum is a great place to share 
news, but it does not get out to everyone. Also, it is crucial that we aren’t just making decisions based 
off a few, vocal citizens. 

• I live in this neighborhood and understand the need to make updates to this park.  I agree with adding 
additional trees as a sound buffer to placate frustrated neighbors, but as someone who frequents this 
park I feel that the dog owners are overall respectful of park rules.  This is the largest enclosed space I 
can bring my dog to run, and I absolutely disagree with the drastic decrease in size proposed in option 
three. 

• Please go with option #1. More shade trees would be awesome and they would provide a little bit of 
the noise buffering that you keep talking about. Don’t increase the size of the parking lot that makes 
no sense. And please don’t make the dog park so small like the one on the waterfront. The reason 
everybody comes to Starr farm for the dog park is because it’s 100x better than the one on the 
waterfront!!!! Don’t mess it up!!!! 

• I think that it is unacceptable to reduce the size of the dog park. People prefer this dog park to the one 
near the waterfront due to its significantly larger size. The dog park has been in the same place for a 
very long time and hasn’t been an issue. More noise is produced by traffic, the school, and the bike 
path than by the dog park. I think it is extremely important to preserve the current dog park’s size for 
the dogs of Burlington and their owners to enjoy. It should be as large as possible! It is ridiculous that 
people are trying to reduce this gem of a place to nothing. 

• I come over from Hinesburg, bringing two small dogs for exercise and socialization. I am willing to pay 
for an annual dog-park pass to help finance ongoing maintenance as I do not pay tax dollars to 
Burlington. 

• Upgrade of the shed with a concrete pad would be good / set supports in the pad at four corners  Park 
get a lot of use and is a real benefit... many people drive to the park so not just our part of town  
Fencing should be plastic covered chain link to last as long as possible.  The South fence was fine until a 
car hit it because stops were not put down in the spring  Mud and puddles can be fixed but regrading 
no need to change size of the dog park!  Thank you 

• As a long time dog park user and former volunteer I can understand that folks may get annoyed.  BUT 
dogs bark.  It's like moving to an area where there is an airport - planes make noise!  Our dog license 
fees are the highest in the area and went from $12-$15 to over $25 in one year.    I frequently go to 
real estate listings and often times see the dog park listed as an amenity!  I do agree that more trees 
could be planted but please don't reduce the size of the grassy area for the larger dogs!  Thank you 

• We use the dog park every day. I love a lot of these ideas but remember the space is for the dogs. They 
love what is there 

• The size of the park is conducive to its use. When there are high numbers of animals/owners, all of the 
park space is utilized. Making it smaller will cause more problems with crowding because of its high 
use. 

• Add a designated dog beach near Starr Farm like with waterfront park. 

• option 2 is best in my opinion. neighbor who rarely uses dog park - aggressive dog experiences 

• It seems the biggest emphasis on this is from some neighbors complaining about noise. Well the park 
simply can’t shrink to around the size of waterfront. There needs to be space for dogs to run around 



and also to get away from larger packs or aggressive play dogs. I say tough shit you don’t like dogs 
barking this is a city. Get noise machines and fans in your house. Upgrade your windows. I’d love to see 
a water feature though that dogs could splash around in. 

• Quick question.  Are these improvements paid for with tax dollars or is the cost covered by dog
registration?   Please post the answer on your website.
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SITE INTRODUCTION 

Starr Farm Dog Park is a nearly three-acre amenity found in the City of Burlington’s Starr Farm 
Park, one of over 35 parks incorporated into the City’s parks system. It is situated in the North 
End just on the northern periphery of Appletree Point, accessible via Starr Farm Rd as well as 
the popular Burlington Greenway. Its extent is presently that portion of Starr Farm Park that is 
bounded on the east by the Burlington Greenway and bounded on the west by that part of the 
Park that is set aside for the Starr Farm Community Gardens; it is a short distance across the 
Burlington Greenway from a playground and two playing fields, also amenities of Starr Farm 
Park. Both car parking and bicycle parking are available adjacent to the dog park area. Special 
hours of operation for the dog park area are 8am-8pm, or 8am-dusk for those days of the year 
at which dusk occurs prior to 8pm; gates are expected to be unlocked and locked daily by local 
volunteers. Obstacle course equipment, benches, lawn chairs, a few shade-giving trees, and a 
small shed with space for a community-use bulletin and blackboard can be found within the 
dog park area’s fenced bounds.  

BRIEF SITE HISTORY & CONTEXT 

In 1998, an Off-Leash Work Group (OLWG) initiated an off-leash pilot program that resulted in 
two operational, fenced dog runs for the City of Burlington: Starr Farm Dog Park, and 
Waterfront Dog Park at the Urban Reserve. 1 Starr Farm Dog Park first opened in 2001, slated as 
a one-year pilot. Despite further recommendations that have come from the OLWG for Starr 
Farm Dog Park to become permanent, it still lacks official zoning and status. (The OLWG 
moreover recommends that Waterfront Dog Park remains operational but temporary.) BPRW’s 
Master Plan, produced in October 2015, outlines that BPRW intends to take responsibility for 
the design and formalization of Starr Farm Dog Park, the design and rehabilitation of the 
interim Urban Reserve Dog Park, and also the formalization of BPRW’s off-leash policy.2 In 2016 
at Waterfront Dog Park, fencing and simplified access to the waterfront commenced 
accordingly. During 2018-2020, attention is shifting to Starr Farm Dog Park, involving novel 
plans for fencing, signage, and bike path wayfinding improvements that will support park users 
and neighbors alike. Considering that Starr Farm Dog Park has never been completely, officially 
integrated into the City’s parks system before, there is a great deal of flexibility in its design – 
including possibilities that could alter its shape, size, and overall placement in Starr Farm Park – 
and its management strategy (unsupervised vs. supervised). 

OBSERVATIONAL STUDIES & SURVEYING SCOPE 

To gauge patterns of user behavior in Starr Farm Dog Park and greater Starr Farm Park, and to 
most comprehensively gather public input on the site during its official planning phase, BPRW 
has chosen to conduct a combination of observational studies and surveys. In August 2018, 
disguised naturalistic observations were conducted on-site at 30-minute and 1-hour intervals 
for four hours over the course of four unique days, exclusively in Starr Farm Dog Park. During 
September-October 2018, a formal survey was administered to residents surrounding Starr 

https://www2.burlingtonvt.gov/Archives/assets/0/122/318/360/815/816/1584/1600/e8b39711-4c8f-4551-85d9-72d5cd7df125.pdf
https://enjoyburlington.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2015/10/2015-BPRW-Master-Plan-FINAL-LOW-RES.pdf
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Farm Park that encompassed questions about all aspects of the Park, including the dog park 
area. These two actions returned feedback from 79 and 56 park users (or neighbors and 
potential users), respectively, that is directly relevant to current planning concerns for Starr 
Farm Dog Park; these data have been cleaned and reviewed by Parks Staff (see Attachment A - 
2018 Survey Data and Observations). 

New to this report, during June-July 2019, a mixed method approach combining disguised 
naturalistic observation (where a staff member took counts of park users solely for statistical 
purposes) and undisguised participant observation (where users were directly approached and 
asked questions) was employed on-site in one-hour interval sessions for 20 hours over the 
course of 12 unique days, principally in Starr Farm Dog Park and also in other areas of Starr 
Farm Park. These sessions followed SOPARC (System for Observing Play and Recreation in 
Communities) protocols, as did the 2018 observational studies and survey. 3 Notably, no two 
sessions were conducted within fewer than two hours of one another, and days of the week 
and times of day were randomly distributed but limited to observer availability. Each session 
was systematically recorded in an electronic Google Sheet using an iPad, expanding upon a data 
collection template used in the 2018 observational studies.4 Overall, the data collected in 2019 
through this mixed method approach should be considered in conjunction with all historic data 
from 2018 to offer a robust representation of community demand and perceptions around 
Starr Farm Dog Park throughout the amenity’s planning, renovations, and management. 

2019 MIXED-METHOD DATA COLLECTION 

During each session conducted in 2019, every user seen in Starr Farm Dog Park was first 
identified and recorded under disguised naturalistic observation. General demographic and 
activity data were considered; all demographic data were approximated. Users belonging to 
discernible user parties (e.g. family units, groups of friends) were individually accounted for but 
ultimately recorded together on a single line.  

Many users were deemed preoccupied by their activity (e.g. talking on a cell phone, wearing 
headphones, deeply engaged in a game or strenuous exercise) (n=92). Only those users not 
preoccupied were subsequently approached and verbally asked a series of six standardized 
questions through informal conversation. Explicit demographic questions concluded each 
conversation to help crosscheck all earlier approximated observations and recorded responses 
were updated as necessary. Users selected for verbal questioning could choose to pass on any 
question(s) they wished to, including full refusal of survey participation (n=12). Often, users 
belonging to user parties came to a consensus in their question responses; in these cases, one 
answer was recorded and attributed to all party members. 

https://activelivingresearch.org/sites/activelivingresearch.org/files/SOPARC_Protocols.pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_VMghufSGed2c3i74g7Ptat6eK1DUW_dl7bclCAXU-g/edit?usp=sharing
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During “lull periods” within each session – times where no new users entered the dog park area 
– all users seen in other areas of Starr Farm Park were identified and recorded in a similar
manner. However, given that several questions in the standardized series targeted the dog park
area, greater emphasis and more time was granted in these cases to open-ended feedback
responses about Starr Farm Park as a whole. Considering that only one observer was on duty
during each session, it is most likely that a considerable number of users located outside of the
dog park area were missed. If any users were seen leaving and re-entering any part of the park
within a session, they were only recorded once based on where they were first seen, unless they
eventually entered the dog park area, in which case they were considered seen in the dog park
area.

2019 DATA SUMMARY 

Note: These data refer only to those human users observed and surveyed throughout all of Starr Farm Park (total 
n=263). 104 dogs were additionally observed. 
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2019 Starr Farm Observations & Survey: Hourly Schedule Summary 

DATE DAY OF THE WEEK START TIME END TIME DOG PARK COUNT 
(NUMBER OF PEOPLE) 

TOTAL COUNT  
(NUMBER OF PEOPLE) 

June 7 2019 Friday 11:15 AM 12:15 PM 17 19 

June 7 2019 Friday 2:15 PM 3:15 PM 2 12 

June 9 2019 Sunday 9:00 AM 10:00 AM 15 40 

June 9 2019 Sunday 12:00 PM 1:00 PM 11 15 

June 15 
2019 Saturday 7:45 AM 8:45 AM 8 17 

June 15 
2019 Saturday 10:30 AM 11:30 AM 9 17 
 

June 17 
2019 Monday 10:45 AM 11:45 AM 8 16 

June 17 
2019 Monday 1:45 PM 2:45 PM 4 6 

June 17 
2019 Monday 4:45 PM 5:45 PM 0 10 
 

June 18 
2019 Tuesday 9:00 AM 10:00 AM 4 10 
 

June 19 
2019 Wednesday 8:00 AM 9:00 AM 6 9 

June 19 
2019 Wednesday 11:00 AM 12:00 PM 0 3 
 

June 23 
2019 Sunday 7:45 PM 8:45 PM 7 21 
 

June 24 
2019 Monday 8:45 AM 9:45 AM 6 10 

June 24 
2019 Monday 11:45 AM 12:45 PM 3 14 
 

June 27 
2019 Thursday 8:00 PM 9:00 PM 4 9 
 

July 2 2019 Tuesday 6:15 AM 7:15 AM 4 6 

July 2 2019 Tuesday 9:00 AM 10:00 AM 7 19 

July 18 
2019 Thursday 2:15 PM 3:15 PM 3 5 
 

July 19 
2019 Friday 10:30 AM 11:30 AM 1 5 
 

TOTAL = 118 TOTAL = 263



8



9



10

NOTABLE SUB-RESPONSES 

(QUESTION 5) 

• On-leash at Leddy Park (x4)
• Backyard (x3)
• Likely would come here more often, if that meant the space were converted into more

fields or play space for humans
• Maybe go to Waterfront Park, but seems sketchy unless mid-day
• To City Hall to file a complaint
• It would be a shame
• Not sure. But that would be such a bummer if this disappeared
• Not sure. Likely drive out to trails and fields in Huntington
• Does North Beach allow dogs? / Oakledge Park? (Incorrectly thought O.P. has off-leash

space)
• Concerned construction would limit garden use
• N/A. But the upkeep of the gardens is very important to me - offers equitable access to

healthy food and chance to teach about food systems
• N/A. Not a dog owner. Mostly appreciate the playground picnic table, open field space,

and portable toilet off the bike path up here; good resting point between Colchester
Causeway and Downtown; though, the liveliness of the dog park is perhaps also part of
the park's draw

2019 STARR FARM SURVEY QUESTION 6 
Further recommendations? (Open-ended) 

NOTABLE SUB-RESPONSES 
(QUESTION 6) 

TREES & SHADE 
o More (larger) trees, shrubs, and shade (x19)
o Pavilion of sorts (x2)
o I feel like we've been placing demand for this for a while; even a couple more trees

would make a huge impact
o Groves for density, not just singles
o More clustered trees – pines would be lovely
o Even a tent could work for summer months if trees are too hard to maintain

GRASS & PLANTINGS 
o Re-seed / improve the grass (x6)
o Plantings around perimeter of fence
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SIGNAGE & WAYFINDING 
o Replace deteriorating signage – including at the playground parking lot
o Rebranded, more consistent signage
o Less signage or at least consolidate information to one or two boards only
o Clean up signage
o The signage does look super worn out and mismatched
o Signage showcasing the dog park from the bike path (it can be easy to miss)
o Signage or arrows on the bike path saying what is featured in the park
o Map of all City parks and amenities should be made available (permanent sign)
o Path down to water access directly from the park? / Direct access to the waterfront

without needing to leave the park?
o Clarify the status of the trial period

FENCING 
o Nicer fencing (x2)

DOG PARK ITEMS 
o Dog treat dispenser (not sure why treats can't be allowed; would be willing to pay

25-50 cents and have that add up to help the park system)
o Clean and re-paint the blackboard / More space for blackboard and bulletin board
o Place the poop bag dispenser at the first gate entrance, not inside the second
o More dog toys / Communal Frisbees and balls
o More tunnels / More advanced obstacle course
o Matching chairs / Replace plastic chairs with those of a more durable material (They

look too scrappy and easily crack)
o More benches / Clean up the benches, or at least offer a wipe dispenser

GARDENS 
o More organized garden work days
o Maybe an additional wheelbarrow or little wagon to help move supplies across the

gardens
o One or two more beds for more gardening space

PLAYGROUND & FIELDS 
• Bigger playground / Especially more swings
• Maybe legitimate soccer nets over on the fields

ORGANIZED EVENTS 
o Organized dog and owner meet and greet events
o Maybe some sort of event that brings the dog owners and gardeners together

RESTROOMS 
o Real restroom (x2)
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o Portable toilet on this side of park instead of the other side

MISCELLANEOUS 
o Paid staff member to help enforce etiquette norms, even if just towards closing

hours / Have a staff member lock the gates and potentially monitor use throughout
the day

o Fines for noise (need enforcement)
o Offer an additional off-leash dog park elsewhere in the city to disperse demand
o Snack bar
o Keep it up - would be disheartened to lose this dog park
o Don’t change a thing
o Keep things as they are and don't over-do it – use any available funds to enhance the

Waterfront Dog Park

SOURCES 
1 https://www2.burlingtonvt.gov/Archives/assets/0/122/318/360/815/816/1584/1600/e8b39711-4c8f-4551-85d9-
72d5cd7df125.pdf 
2 https://enjoyburlington.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/10/2015/10/2015-BPRW-Master-Plan-FINAL-LOW-RES.pdf 
3 https://activelivingresearch.org/sites/activelivingresearch.org/files/SOPARC_Protocols.pdf 
4 https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1_VMghufSGed2c3i74g7Ptat6eK1DUW_dl7bclCAXU-g/edit?usp=sharing 



Attachment A - 
2018 Survey and Observation Results



No, 61
Yes, 56

DO YOU (OR YOUR DOG) HAVE 
ANY THOUGHTS ABOUT THE 

DOG PARK?
Almost 

Every Day, 
7

Every Day, 
7

Less than 
once a 

month, 15

Monthly, 
10

Weekly, 12

HOW OFTEN DO YOU VISIT THE 
DOG PARK?

It's just the 
right size., 

49

It's too 
big., 6

WHAT DO YOU THINK OF THE 
SIZE OF THE DOG PARK?

Trees, 36

Seasonal 
Shade 

Canopy, 19

Permanent 
Shade 

Structure, 
25

IF WE WERE TO ADD SHADE TO 
THE DOG PARK, WHAT TYPE OF 

FEATURE(S) WOULD YOU 
PREFER?



Unedited Responses:  

Do you have any other suggestions for improvements to the dog park? 
As a neighbor who lives a mile away we frequently hear barking dogs. It really is a problem that can disturb the 
peace.  

Improve drainage especially at the entrances. Maintain and replace fencing. Less reliance on volunteers. It is 
the only park in the city that is locked overnight, why? 

Need to reseed and sections of the park so grass can grow/regrow 

Plant more grass to help prevent how muddy the park gets. Also dog safe salt in the winter- its very slippery 

The dog park was a buying point for moving into the neighborhood! I am so grateful for the dog park.  

We need a stronger, more durable fence.  The current fence is temporary garden fencing.  Better latches on 
gates.  Signs reminding people to pick up the poop as well as to make sure one gate is closed before you open 
the next one. 

A 3 sided shelter to protect against the wind in winter 

Allow slightly earlier access on weekdays - 7:00 or 7:30; remove the fear that complaints from a few neighbors 
will ruin it - one man came out and screamed about barking (which was happening), but it had literally only 
been 5 minutes (the owner is working on this with his dog) and it was 20 am on a weekday 

Bigger small-dog park 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Improve dog waste containers

Rules/Instructions Signage

Improve Seating

Complaint: Too much Barking!

Enforce Rules

Enlarge small-dog area

Comment: Awesome Dog Park!

Improve Fence

Landscaping/Shade Trees

Drainage/Improve Grass/Muddy

DO YOU HAVE ANY OTHER SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS 
TO THE DOG PARK? (Only suggestions with at least 2 comments 

included on chart)



The dog park needs to have the external fencing upgraded. Strong chain link fencing will last decades! The dog 
park is an awesome resource for our neighborhood! The network of dog park volunteers who work with Parks 
and Recreation to maintain the park allow this wonderful amenity to operate at minimal cost.  

Add a water feature.  I see dogs on the beach where they are NOT supposed to be almost every time we go 
down there...maybe a water feature at the dog park would help owners keep their dogs out of the beach 

Dog Waste containers that keep the smell in. 

Focus on more grass so that there is less mud in the spring! More natural features (plants, shrubs, trees) for 
the summertime. And my dream would be having the north gate opened whenever the south gate is so that 
the dog park can be part of a walk up/down the bike path (instead of backtracking in the winter). 

I think it’s a great place for people to hang out with other dog people. DON'T change it too much, it is working 
very well! 

Trees are preferable, but seasonal shade would be a second choice. 

We only wish people would use the small dog area so we don't have to worry about our big dogs trampling 
puppies while running around doing their thing. This is the reason we don't go anymore. Too much risk. 

"Enforce municipal ordinances. Aggressive dogs should not be allow. Only dogs up to date on shot, registeres 
with the city should be allowed, but no one will enforce this.  

The dog park is also very dirty. Stop going years ago due to the conditions" 

Fences should be a little higher. .Some people are scared of dogs and sometimes the dogs run like they will 
jump the small fence.  

Keep it closed at night.  People go late at night.  Make it smaller 

More structured hours. 

(Forgot to say, please use native species!) 

Grounds have become impacted.  Large mud pit created in the middle is gross.  Another main entrance would 
be helpful when it is busy. 

I so appreciate the thought and maintenance and funding that support this wonderful park. I especially love 
the recently added artwork.  

If possible, adding a wooded area feature for very active dogs who like to run in the woods. 

It would be awesome if there were an area for small children to hang out without being inside the enclosure 
with the dogs. 

More obstacles. I think planting a grove of trees would be really great as well. 

More trash barrels. More poop bag holders.  

I love your Dog park.  I come all the way from the South End on Sunday mornings. I feel the size is perfect 
because it allows one to get away from any dog(s) that are playing a bit to rough.  If you were to do anything, I 
think you could extend the little dog park a but further into the larger part as I very rarely see dogs in that 
corner as we are mostly up by the structures and at the very end of the dog park.  That would also give the 
little dog park that tree just to the north of the small enclosure. The trees along the east side provide great 
shade in the am hours.  I am not sure what happens in the pm as I haven't been at the dog park then.  I also 



feel you could ask for volunteers to help make renovations as no doubt we would volunteer. I really appreciate 
you giving so much thought to your dog park.  Thank you.  

more seating 

More seating. Improved dog play equipment (in the middle) and new fence (it's patched in so many places and 
not strong). I'm a volunteer who helps lock up weekly.  

Please add trees for shade. it would be great if the date the water is turned off for winter is posted 
somewhere. Parking at the dog park should be for dog park users only. In the summer months many people 
use the dog park lot to park and walk the path to the beach...leaving little to no parking if the athletic fields 
are busy and that lot is full.  Maybe the lot can be expanded to the west? Also there are a few spots that need 
grass re-seeded that always turn to mud/puddles with any amount of rain. Would also be great if the trash can 
for waste at the north side of the park was there year round, although I suppose it is removed for accessibility 
reasons in the winter.  

Replace entire fence (similar to dog park near waterfront) replace shed add more benches throughout  

Have penalties for owners who allow their dog to bark continuous. Have someone enforce rules. 

THe barking/fighting/ territorial displays of the dogs are numerous and increasing. Can the park be moved? 

I don't use it as the big dogs would terrorize my small one--a separation might be in order. my big problem are 
dog feces and parasites which are not picked up.
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