
Brian Kuchar, 
RLA, P.E., LEED AP
Senior Landscape Architect/
Civil Engineer
bkuchar@horsleywitten.com

Sustainable Environmental Solutions
Horsley Witten Group

Brian has 20 years of experience in the combined fields of landscape 
architecture and civil engineering.  Brian’s passion for the preservation of 
the natural environment provides the foundation for all his design work. He 
has collaborated with the EPA on the development a handbook for urban GI 
and stormwater retrofits as part of the EPA’s Green Infrastructure Municipal 
Handbook Series.  Brian has presented at numerous training workshops and 
conferences and served as an adjunct professor in the Landscape Architecture 
Department at the University of Rhode Island.

KEY PROJECTS

Aberjona River/ Davidson Park Restoration, Winchester, MA:  Senior 
Landscape Architect for a river and historic park restoration project with flooding 
and sediment quality concerns related to two upstream superfund sites.  The 
Project includes implementation of a stream restoration to improve water quality 
into the historic context of the original park design. 

Ten Mile River Restoration, Attleboro, MA:  Senior Landscape Architect for an 
urban river restoration, bank stabilization and urban river walk redevelopment 
project.  The design includes a tree-lined corridor created along the edge of a 
proposed paved multi-use path, which will provide areas for both active and 
passive recreation.  

Cocheco Waterfront Development, Dover, New Hampshire:  Senior 
Engineer and Landscape Architect for the conceptual design and vision plan for 
water front development.  Assisted with the development of green infrastructure 
strategies and shoreline design into the open space plan to address climate 
change and sea level rise.

Boston Parks and Recreation Department (BPRD), Green Infrastructure 
(GI) Design and Implementation Guide, Boston, MA:  Project Manager 
for the development of a comprehensive GI design guide. The document 
outlines BPRD GI goals and objectives and serves as a design tool to assist with 
implementation GI within the Boston park.  

Boston Water and Sewer Commission (BWSC) Green Infrastructure 
Retrofits at Boston Public Schools, Boston, MA:  Senior Landscape architect 
and lead designer for the design of innovative GI practices constructed at five 
existing Boston public schools.  The GI practices will serve as demonstrations for 
future redevelopment and stormwater improvements at Boston public schools 
(BPS) throughout the city.  

Henderson Boathouse Parking Lot Retrofit, Northeastern University, 
Boston, MA:  Senior Landscape Architect/Project Manager for a multidiscipline 
team hired by the University to redesign the parking area and building entrance 
space for the Henderson Boathouse. The design team is exploring opportunities 
to incorporate GI practices into the overall design. 

Veterans Memorial Park Design, Downtown Peabody, MA:  Project 
Manager for the design for a brownfield redevelopment project including site 
remediation of contaminated soil, wetland mitigation, and site and landscape 
design.  The park is designed to provide flood storage during large rain events.

Areas of Expertise
Landscape Architecture
Civil Engineering
Sustainable Site Design 
Green Infrastructure
Stormwater & Wastewater Management
Smart Growth/Low Impact Development
Meeting Facilitation
Training 
Construction Administration
Surveying

Professional Registrations
Professional Engineer,  
RI #8776 (2006)

Registered Landscape Architect 
MA #1592 (2006) 
RI #372 (2003)

LEED AP

Academic Background
Bachelor of Science, 
Civil / Environmental Engineering
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 1993

Bachelor of Landscape Architecture, 
University of Rhode Island, 2001 

Professional Experience
Horsley Witten Group, Inc., Project Manager 
and Senior Landscape Architect/Civil Engineer, 
2007-Present

Northeast Engineers and Consultants, Inc., 
Project Manager/ Senior Landscape Architect, 
2006-2007

University of Rhode Island, Adjunct Professor, 
2002-2007   

Frisella Engineering, Inc., Project Manager, 
2003-2006

William Warner Architects and Planners LTD, 
Landscape Architect, 2001-2003

City of Newport, Rhode Island, Planning 
Department Intern, 2000-2001

NES, Inc., Site Engineer, 1993-1998
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we are here!
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COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE
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COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Where do you live?
2. Have you filled out the Community Questionnaire?
	 No? See link in chat, we’d love to hear from you!

Poll
Zoom



COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE How did you hear about 
the questionnaire?



COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE Where do you live?



COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE Do you live, work, or play 
near Calahan Park?



COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE How often do you go to the park?



COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE Do you go to the park for a 
specific sport?



COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE How do you use the park?



community
sports

kids

open space

neighborhood park

dog poop

better playground

basketball court

great view

sports field

community park

outdated play equipment

lot of options

need of upgrade best neighborhood park

practical park

youth sports memory

great playing field

essential community space

nice big size

precious youth sports

safe neighborhood park

lot of love

great community involvement

view of mountain

awesome community park

open space sanctuary
valuable community resources

dense neighborhood

fresh air

lake view

imagined use

natural beauty

little league

outdoor fun

great spot

play area

wonderful space

tennis court

great park

family park

park playground

big field

great locationmeeting place adirondacks view

tot lot

high demand

natural aspects

green space

COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE When you think of Calahan Park, what 
words or phrases come to mind?



COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE What is the most interesting 
animal you’ve seen at the park?



COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE What is something to be 
improved in the park?



COMMUNITY QUESTIONNAIRE

Let’s Chat!
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HISTORY: Land Acknowledgment

We acknowledge that we are 
studying Abenaki land. We are 
committed to understanding the 
pre-contact history of the area and 
to honor the stewardship of the 
earth that came before us through 
thoughtful analysis and design.

The Wabanaki Confederacy - The Dawnland, Source: https://native-land.ca/maps/territories/abenaki-abenaquis/

*



HISTORY: Pre-Contact Landscape
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+ Agriculture

Mammoth Moose Log Ships Corn

PLACE, Greensboro Bend, Abenaki People: 
https://www.uvm.edu/place/towns/greensborobend/abenaki.php



APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF CALAHAN PARK

HISTORY: Hickok Estate est. 1850

Pamela Polston, Seven Days

Atlas of Chittenden Co., Vermont / Beers. New 
York : F. W. Beers, A. D. Ellis & G. G. Soule, 

1869. Courtesy of UVM Digital Collections.



Pamela Polston, Seven Days

Atlas of Chittenden Co., Vermont / Beers. New 
York : F. W. Beers, A. D. Ellis & G. G. Soule, 

1869. Courtesy of UVM Digital Collections.

APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF CALAHAN PARK

HISTORY: A. Taylor Burlington Nursery



Map of the City of Burlington, Vermont, G.M. Hopkins, 
Philadelphia,PA,1890. Courtesy of UVM Digital Collections.

HISTORY: South Park est. 1924

APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF CALAHAN PARK

APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF 
LOCUST STREET



HISTORY: South Park

1928 - CompletedUnder Construction
McAllister Collection , UVM, https://cdi.uvm.edu/image/uvmcdi-5278McAllister Collection , UVM, https://cdi.uvm.edu/image/uvmcdi-5283



1939 - Intersection of Pine and Locust 

HISTORY: South Park

1934 - Sewer Project
McAllister Collection , UVM, https://cdi.uvm.edu/image/uvmcdi-3501McAllister Collection , UVM, https://cdi.uvm.edu/image/uvmcdi-3438



1938 - Tennis Court Installation

HISTORY: South Park

1940’s - Toboggan Slide
Burlington Area History FB Group, Bob Blanchard, May 2, 2021Louis McAllister, Burlington Area History FB Group, Bob Blanchard, June 19, 2020



1939 VIEW FROM THE SOUTH

South Park
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HISTORY: Site Layout - 1939

Burlington Geographis, Focal Places in Burlington: The South End, https://www.uvm.edu/place/burlingtongeographic/images/1939-aerial.jpg



1947 - Burlington High School Baseball 1958 - Cathedral High Football

HISTORY: Programming

McAllister Collection , UVM, https://cdi.uvm.edu/image/uvmcdi-2675McAllister Collection , UVM, https://cdi.uvm.edu/image/uvmcdi-7013



1955 - Little League 1963 - Summer League

HISTORY:

Burlington Area History FB Group, Bob Blanchard, December 7, 2019Burlington Area History FB Group, Bob Blanchard, October 29, 2019

Programming



HISTORY:
1963 - Lighting at lower field 1970’s - Tennis Courts 

Burlington Area History FB Group, Bob Blanchard, October 12, 2019Burlington Area History FB Group, Bob Blanchard, May 5, 2020

Programming



HISTORY:  Site Layout - 1978
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HISTORY: Calahan Park - 1990

Burlington Free Press, May 15, 1990



HISTORY: Calahan Park 

What is your favorite 
memory at Calahan?
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Let’s Chat!
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CIRCULATION: Walkability



CIRCULATION: Upcoming Adjacent Work

Champlain Parkway Shelburne St. Roundabout



CIRCULATION: Connections / Entrances
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CIRCULATION: Within the Park
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CIRCULATION: Identity & Wayfinding

Shelburne Road

Locust Street

Pine StreetPine Street

Locust Street
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PROGRAMMING: Current Site
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+ Summer Camps

+ Non-Athletic School Use

+ Community Events

+ Passive Park Use

PROGRAMMING: Current Site Uses



PROGRAMMING: School & Center Use



PROGRAMMING: Current Seasonal Use



PROGRAMMING: Winter Program
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PROGRAMMING: Site Utilities
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STORMWATER MATTERS

Per planBTV: Downtown & Waterfront, “thinking about 
parks as part of the stormwater system is crucial”.  
Natural stormwater management is more desirable - 
from livability, financial and environmental perspectives 
- than installing mechanical infrastructure to serve the 
same purpose. We must manage our parks and open 
spaces in ways that support and promote percolation, 
runoff retention, infiltration and transpiration. The 
health of our stormwater systems affects the health of 
our streams & rivers, which affects the health of Lake 
Champlain, which affects the health of our rains, our 
mountains, our wildlife, our oceans...

LOCAL ECOLOGY, GLOBAL IMPACT

Lake Champlain Waterfront

Winooski River Floodplain

Primary Street Tree Corridors

Winooski River

STORMWATER: The Green Machine

Burlington Parks, Recreation & Waterfront 
Master Plan, October 2015



STORMWATER: Where does the water go?
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STORMWATER: Drainage



STORMWATER: Field Study

Hockey Rink Tot Lot Swings Upper Pathway

Upper Woodland Gaga Ball Lower Pathway

Bentley Field S.D. Ireland Field Pine Street Woodland
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ECOLOGY/VEGETATION: Regional Wildlife



ECOLOGY/VEGETATION: In the Park
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implementation GI within the Boston park.  
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and lead designer for the design of innovative GI practices constructed at five 
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Areas of Expertise
Landscape Architecture
Civil Engineering
Sustainable Site Design 
Green Infrastructure
Stormwater & Wastewater Management
Smart Growth/Low Impact Development
Meeting Facilitation
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Construction Administration
Surveying

Professional Registrations
Professional Engineer,  
RI #8776 (2006)

Registered Landscape Architect 
MA #1592 (2006) 
RI #372 (2003)

LEED AP

Academic Background
Bachelor of Science, 
Civil / Environmental Engineering
Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 1993

Bachelor of Landscape Architecture, 
University of Rhode Island, 2001 

Professional Experience
Horsley Witten Group, Inc., Project Manager 
and Senior Landscape Architect/Civil Engineer, 
2007-Present

Northeast Engineers and Consultants, Inc., 
Project Manager/ Senior Landscape Architect, 
2006-2007

University of Rhode Island, Adjunct Professor, 
2002-2007   

Frisella Engineering, Inc., Project Manager, 
2003-2006

William Warner Architects and Planners LTD, 
Landscape Architect, 2001-2003

City of Newport, Rhode Island, Planning 
Department Intern, 2000-2001

NES, Inc., Site Engineer, 1993-1998

Questions?
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Sophie Sauvé
(802)86507248

ssauve@burlingtonvt.gov

Thank you!
Thank you for participating! Feel free to reach out to 
Sophie with any additional project related questions!


