
Public Workshop 2: discuss design concepts
May 11th, 2016, 5:30 pm, Champlain School

OAKLEDGE PARK
UNIVERSALLY ACCESSIBLE PLAYGROUND 



PROJECT HISTORY



Project History

GOALS & NEED for a regional, Universally Accessible (UA) playground in Burlington, Vermont

• Provide play opportunities for play for EVERYONE 
• Support social, physical and cultural diversity 
• Strengthen our community
• Replace the existing playground at Oakledge Park
• Provide access to a gorgeous natural setting & Lake Champlain, recreational 

resources, connection to the Burlington Bike Path
• Support a regional user base
• Establish ‘barrier free’ site design
• Offer a unique range of recreational play features, rehabilitation equipment, and 

nature-based experiences for children AND adults. 
• Exceeds ADA standards and strive to achieve UA design principles.



BPRW MASTER PLAN, 2015
OAKLEDGE PARK SITING STUDY, 2015



Oakledge Park Conceptual Master Plan



Oakledge Park Conceptual Master Plan



Oakledge Park Conceptual Master Plan



PROJECT TEAM



The Team

BPRW (City)

PEASE Play and Engagement in Accessible Spaces for Everyone (Advocacy)

GroundView Landscape Architects (Design)



PLAY DESIGN THEMES



Play Design Themes

Landform, Vegetation, Loose Materials, Uniqueness, Play Anywhere



UNIVERSAL DESIGN PRINCIPLES



7 Principles of Universal Design 

2 FLEXIBILE USE
• Each individual will interact with the playground in their own way.

1 EQUITABLE USE
• Universal Design is inclusive design and does not segregate.
• Everyone should have an equal opportunity to participate.

3 SIMPLE AND INTUITIVE USE
• Play features should be clearly understood immediately by children of all ages, 

physical ability, or cognitive ability.

5 TOLERANCE FOR ERROR
• The ability to try something and fail safely while still being challenged.

4 PERCEPTIBLE INFORMATION
• People learn in various modes so design information to appeal to the 

many senses (Visual, auditory, experiential, etc.).

6 LOW PHYSICAL EFFORT
• The design should take into consideration the effort required to get from one play 

feature to the next.

*NC State University, The Center for Universal Design, 1997

7 SIZE AND SPACE FOR APPROACH AND USE
• Consider the wide variety of body types, sizes, and abilities.



1 EQUITABLE USE / 2 FLEXIBILE USE / 3 SIMPLE AND INTUITIVE USE / 4 PERCEPTIBLE INFORMATION
/ 5 TOLERANCE FOR ERROR / 6 LOW PHYSICAL EFFORT / 7 SIZE AND SPACE FOR APPROACH AND USE

Maggie Daley Park, Chicago, IL



Playground, Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao,SpainUnderpass Park,  Toronto, ON

1 EQUITABLE USE / 2 FLEXIBILE USE / 3 SIMPLE AND INTUITIVE USE / 4 PERCEPTIBLE INFORMATION
/ 5 TOLERANCE FOR ERROR / 6 LOW PHYSICAL EFFORT / 7 SIZE AND SPACE FOR APPROACH AND USE



1 EQUITABLE USE / 2 FLEXIBILE USE / 3 SIMPLE AND INTUITIVE USE / 4 PERCEPTIBLE INFORMATION
/ 5 TOLERANCE FOR ERROR / 6 LOW PHYSICAL EFFORT / 7 SIZE AND SPACE FOR APPROACH AND USE



Alexander Kemp Park, Cambridge Commons, MA

1 EQUITABLE USE / 2 FLEXIBILE USE / 3 SIMPLE AND INTUITIVE USE / 4 PERCEPTIBLE INFORMATION
/ 5 TOLERANCE FOR ERROR / 6 LOW PHYSICAL EFFORT / 7 SIZE AND SPACE FOR APPROACH AND USE



Shelby Farms, Memphis, TN

1 EQUITABLE USE / 2 FLEXIBILE USE / 3 SIMPLE AND INTUITIVE USE / 4 PERCEPTIBLE INFORMATION
/ 5 TOLERANCE FOR ERROR / 6 LOW PHYSICAL EFFORT / 7 SIZE AND SPACE FOR APPROACH AND USE



1 EQUITABLE USE / 2 FLEXIBILE USE / 3 SIMPLE AND INTUITIVE USE / 4 PERCEPTIBLE INFORMATION
/ 5 TOLERANCE FOR ERROR / 6 LOW PHYSICAL EFFORT / 7 SIZE AND SPACE FOR APPROACH AND USE

Piet Ouldof



Blaxland Riverside Park, Sydney, AU

1 EQUITABLE USE / 2 FLEXIBILE USE / 3 SIMPLE AND INTUITIVE USE / 4 PERCEPTIBLE INFORMATION
/ 5 TOLERANCE FOR ERROR / 6 LOW PHYSICAL EFFORT / 7 SIZE AND SPACE FOR APPROACH AND USE



Thomas M. Menino Park, Boston, MA

1 EQUITABLE USE / 2 FLEXIBILE USE / 3 SIMPLE AND INTUITIVE USE / 4 PERCEPTIBLE INFORMATION
/ 5 TOLERANCE FOR ERROR / 6 LOW PHYSICAL EFFORT / 7 SIZE AND SPACE FOR APPROACH AND USE



1 EQUITABLE USE / 2 FLEXIBILE USE / 3 SIMPLE AND INTUITIVE USE / 4 PERCEPTIBLE INFORMATION
/ 5 TOLERANCE FOR ERROR / 6 LOW PHYSICAL EFFORT / 7 SIZE AND SPACE FOR APPROACH AND USE

Van Campenvaart Playground, The Hauge, NL



Topotek 1

1 EQUITABLE USE / 2 FLEXIBILE USE / 3 SIMPLE AND INTUITIVE USE / 4 PERCEPTIBLE INFORMATION
/ 5 TOLERANCE FOR ERROR / 6 LOW PHYSICAL EFFORT / 7 SIZE AND SPACE FOR APPROACH AND USE



Alexander Kemp  Playground, Cambridge Common, MA

1 EQUITABLE USE / 2 FLEXIBILE USE / 3 SIMPLE AND INTUITIVE USE / 4 PERCEPTIBLE INFORMATION
/ 5 TOLERANCE FOR ERROR / 6 LOW PHYSICAL EFFORT / 7 SIZE AND SPACE FOR APPROACH AND USE



REGIONAL SITE ANALYSIS







Burlington Playgrounds



OAKLEDGE PARK SITE ANALYSIS



Oakledge Park Existing Conditions



Oakledge Park Existing Conditions



Oakledge Park Existing Conditions



Oakledge Park Existing Conditions



Oakledge Park Existing Conditions



Oakledge Park Existing Conditions



Oakledge Park Existing Conditions



Oakledge Park Existing Conditions



Oakledge Park Existing Conditions



Oakledge Circulation



Oakledge Site Drainage



Oakledge Viewsheds



Vegetation



Vegetation



Vegetation



Vegetation



WHAT WE HEARD



• Music garden
• Quiet space
• Accessible stage 
• Raised sand bed 
• Connection to water 
• Large-scale slide or bowls built into land (if the opportunity exists)
• Early childhood area (natural components and dramatic play)
• Adult recreation & rehabilitation equipment
• Gardening opportunities
• Fitness equipment
• All accessible swings 
• Accessible pathways

Potential Program Elements



• Is there a dog park planned for Oakledge?
• Yes – While not part of the UA Playground project, there is both a fenced and off-leash area for dogs 

included in the Oakledge Park Siting Study.

• Will there be accessible water access?
• The Oakledge Siting Study locates a “wheels water access point” at the beach (similar to North 

Beach). Also, recommended is reducing the number of informal footpath access water access points 
adjacent to the playground site and “hardening” the access paths that remain.

• The North Beach wheels water access is restricted to park staff hours due to the need of bringing “mats” 
in and out of the water. Is there an alternative to access the water with wheels without mats?

• Will the bathrooms be made accessible?
• To be evaluated.

• Will accessible parking be reconfigured at Oakledge?
• The Oakledge Siting Study shows a redesign of the upper, lower & North Pavilion parking lots. The 

North Pavilion parking shows 6 new ADA spaces, directly adjacent to the playground site.

• What is the “cost” for access?
• Equal opportunity Bike Path
• Accessible placards for ADA spaces
• Affordable parking pass options
• Bus stop at City Market is called for, but not yet activated. No plans for bus stop at Oakledge, not 

sure if  bus turning radius is feasible in parking lot.

Questions/Comments from 4/12/2016 Workshop Attendees



DESIGN



Concept Studies



Concept Studies



Concept Studies



Schematic Design in Context
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Schematic Design



PLAY: landform



PLAY: slide



PLAY: view



PLAY: view



PLAY: climb



PLAY: swing



PLAY: spin



PLAY: spin



PLAY: bounce



PLAY: water: mist



PLAY: water: pump & flow



PLAY: sand: build



PLAY: perform



PLAY: plants: lawn



PLAY: plants: shrub



PLAY: plants: meadow



PLAY: palette



Schematic View



Schematic View



Schematic View



COMMENTS



Thanks for joining us!  Stay tuned for announcements on next workshops!

Next Steps
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